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CoronaGate And The Nefarious Deb & Tony Show

It should be pretty obvious by now that America has become afflicted with a nasty symbiosis.
That is, 
· the Dem mayors and governors are using the cover of Covid-19 to literally shutdown the US economy in a blizzard of quarantine and stay-at-home orders, while 

· the Trump White House and bipartisan duopoly on Capitol Hill engage in a spending spree like never before, which is designed to replace virtually 100% of the household, business and local government income being lost to the shutdowns.

Apparently, the latest ask from the Dem side for Everything Bailout #2 includes another $100 billion for hospital (on top of $150 billion in Bailout #1), $150 billion more for state and local governments (on top of the first $150 billion), $250 billion more for the small business PPP program (on top of $350 billion) and a 15% add-on to Food Stamps, the cost of which is automatically soaring under existing entitlement law, anyway.

Indeed, the eruption of spending and borrowing is so mind-boggling that the US Treasury in short-order will be consuming the entirety of the nation’s savings, and all the money the Fed can print, too.

Our topic today, however, is the mindless shutdown of the entire US economy—an act of folly so unhinged as to merit the designation of CoronaGate.

As to the Dem instigated shutdowns, just consider the action of the partisan left-wing Dem governor of Virginia, Ralph Northam. His recent sweeping stay-at-home order has created instant economic mayhem, unemployment and pending bankruptcies across the state, yet here’s a fact the MSM has failed to mention.

To wit, as of the week of March 28, the Virginia Department of Health “has received reports of 1,352 pneumonia and influenza-associated deaths,” including five pediatric deaths, during the 2019-20 flu season, while reported deaths from the coronavirus and related pneumonia stood at 63 as of April 6, with no pediatric deaths.

That’s right. 21X more deaths from something which happens every year during flu season—even as the incidence statistics for Virginia scream out that Covid-19 is not the Black Plague come to the Old Dominion.

In fact, the death rate is just 1.89% of the reported infected cases and amounts to just 0.74 persons per 100,000. Similarly, on April 7 there were only 563 hospitalized covid patients in a state of 8.54 million souls.

On a standardized basis, the number of Virginia corona cases stands at 39 per 100,000 population versus 120 per 100,000 for the US as a whole and 714 per 100,000 in the New York epicenter of the outbreak.

Nevertheless, on the heels of the whole unnecessary Virginia shutdown comes the one size fits all campaign to force a complete national shutdown. At the moment, however, there are nine states with low coronavirus incidence numbers like Virginia’s that have refused to join the shutdown brigade.

Not only do these states pose embarrassing contrafactuals to the lock-them-home crusade, but since they are all led by Republican governors they have become even more gist for the MSM/Dem/Washington establishment attack, which is so over the top that it essentially implies that these governors are attempting to murder their fellow citizens in the rest of the country.

In fact, of course, these governors are just exercising common sense based on the fact that it is already nearly mid-April and they have not had and will not have a coronavirus outbreak of any meaningful scale.

Again, their contrast with New York’s 138,863 cases and 5,489 deaths as of April 7 is astounding. To wit, while the relevant metrics for New York are 714 infected cases per 100,000 and 28.2 deaths per 100,000, here are the same metrics for the nine holdouts:

· Arkansas: No statewide or local lockdowns and just 956 cases and 16 deaths. That 31 and 0.53 per 100,000, respectively.

· Iowa: No statewide or local lockdowns and just 1,048 cases and 26 deaths. That’s 34 and 0.83 per 100,000, respectively

· Nebraska: No statewide or local lockdowns and just 447 cases and 10 deaths. That’s 23 and 0.51 per 100,000, respectively

· North Dakota:  No statewide or local lockdowns and just 237 cases and 4 deaths. That’s 5 and 0.53 per 100,000, respectively.

· Oklahoma: No statewide lockdowns and just 1,472 cases and 67 deaths. That’s 37 and 1.7 per 100,000, respectively.

· South Carolina: No statewide lockdowns and just 2,417 cases and 51 deaths. That’s 47 and 1.0 per 100,000, respectively.

· South Dakota: No statewide or local lockdowns and just 320 cases and 6 deaths. That’s 36 and 0.7 per 100,000, respectively.

· Utah: No statewide lockdowns and just 1,738 cases and 13 deaths. That’s 54 and 0.41 per 100,000, respectively.

· Wyoming: No statewide lockdowns and just 216 cases and 0 deaths. That’s 37 and 0.0 per 100,000, respectively.

· All Nine No Lockdown states: Just 8,841 cases and 193 deaths. That’s 39 and 0.85 per 100,000 respectively.

In short, on a population adjusted bases the nine no lockdown states are in an entirely different zip code than New York. The latter has 18X more cases and 33X more deaths per 100,000 population.

So rather than acknowledging the good fortune of these states (and most of the rest of the country outside of New York) the shutdown brigade has gone after these governors and other officials with hammer and tongs and for a very self-evident reason. To wit, when the dust settles at the end of the flu season and their dire warnings have been totally repudiated by the facts, as they actually are already as of April 8, they want to be in a position to make the mendacious “but for” case.

That is, they want to be able to claim that the lockdowns worked because otherwise there would have been rampant sickness and deaths in the millions. But nine states which didn’t succumb to the mania will cut the legs right out from under the “but for” case now being assembled.

Indeed, these dire forecasts are already being dialed back dramatically—even by the Donald’s nightly scaremongering duo of Deborah Birx and Dr. Fauci, who are claiming without evidence that the shutdowns are responsible.

In fact, the most disastrous error in this whole unfolding madness is that for whatever reason the Trump White House choose to give the attack on the American economy by the Dem governors and mayors the cover of two lifetime Swamp Creatures who have no grasp of the real world outside of their narrow infectious disease tunnels.

In effect, when the Donald learned he couldn’t do his stadium rallies to fuel his voracious ego, he pivoted to national TV, staging a nightly Covid-19 Reality Show that does exactly the wrong thing. By highlighting over and over the numbers of corona cases and deaths in a context free manner, he has single-handedly turned a bad flu season into a national catastrophe.

So doing, he wiped right off the political map any common sense resistance remaining out in Flyover America to the Shutdown Mania being inflamed by the Dem pols and national media and virus research establishment. Each night he stands there like a deer in the headlights alternating between grave warnings and intimations of imminent daylight at the end of the tunnel, while picking gratuitous fights with the flesh-eating hounds of the White House press corps and deferring to Deb & Tony for “scientific” commentary that amounts to gist for the Shutdown Crusade.

Ordinarily, of course, even the unprecedented blow of an extended Economic Spring Break should not be economically fatal. That’s because its effect would be to curtail both production and consumption simultaneously, while giving the free market wide berth to tighten belts, defer obligations and tap rainy day reserves to maintain household and business viability for the duration.

But after 30 years of a False Prosperity based on massive money-pumping by the central bank, egregious inflation of financial asset prices and unconscionable increases in debt burdens, what we actually have is a hand-to-mouth economy that is literally brittle to the touch. The signs of breakdown are now cropping-up everywhere, which we will endeavor to catalogue and analyse in the days ahead.

In the interim, we will leave it to Christopher Ferrara of a conservative Catholic Newspaper called the Remnant to capture the nefarious effects of the Tony and Deb duo on prolonging the shutdown right into the jaws of an economic calamity of biblical proportion:

Next up today was Dr. Debby, to whom I shall refer henceforth as Scarf Lady. Wearing her stylish scarf of the day, which changes in design, coloration and placement at each briefing—about the only thing that distinguishes her daily appearances—Scarf Lady dispensed her usual schoolmarm’s advice.  In response to a reporter’s question clearly designed to elicit her opinion that no one should even be going to the grocery store for fear of the atmosphere teeming with deadly virus particles, Scarf Lady blithely amended the already draconian stay-at-home orders of the state governors by suggesting that families should send out grocery scouts “once every two weeks” to forage for food in the supermarkets instead of grocery shopping whenever convenient.  She has seen the sufferings in the hospitals “on the television stations,” she added—meaning she has no direct experience whatsoever with the medical situation she has been prattling about every day for a month on national television.
“I want everyone to take this seriously,” said Scarf Lady in her best schoolmarm’s voice of authority. But her larder is doubtless well-stocked and her federal paycheck not threatened in the least by the economy-killing regime she wants to see fastened upon the rest of us until she and Tony agree it can be “relaxed” somewhat.
It turns out Scarf Lady has no active medical license in Pennsylvania, where she trained, in Maryland, where she lives, nor apparently in any other jurisdiction. Her license in Pennsylvania expired on December 31, 2014. Scarf Lady, a federal bureaucrat appointed by Obama, has since evidently had no need of a medical license for her position, yet she has effectively been practicing medicine without a license on national television with disastrous national results.  But I am afraid that her and 79-year-old Dr. Fauci’s ruinous advice is probably cloaked in federal immunity from tort claims.
Faced with real numbers that belie all his predictions, Fauci followed Scarf Lady by preparing for the inevitable post hoc narrative that “mitigation” will explain why all the models were wrong (hour 2:49:13).  But then, weren’t the models he and Scarf Lady have been touting supposed to presume mitigation in predicting 100,000 to 240,000 deaths? Perhaps they think we won’t notice this gaping discrepancy in their argument. Scarf Lady chimed in by saying the models involve, after all, changeable “predictions of predictions” (hour 2:49:22) and that we now see the potential to “go below the number of the models,” which will have a “dramatic impact” on the final number of deaths.  The stealthy backpedaling is underway.
When a reporter tried yet again to prompt Tony to say that, of course, we can never have large gatherings again until a vaccine is ready—meaning that America must effectively be shut down until after the 2020 election—he finally had to depart from the Democrats’ blatant political strategy (hour 2:47:00): “I don’t think you’re going to have to say that the country cannot get back to a real degree of normalcy until you absolutely have a safe and effective vaccine.”
Tony also finally—finally!—admitted (hour 2:47:55) that herd immunity will develop for this virus as for all the others, but then declared nonsensically (hour 2:48:16): “I hope we don’t have so many people infected that we actually have that herd immunity.”  Come again, Tony?  You don’t want herd immunity so that the virus is largely neutralized as it has been with the flus that no one bothers to contain because containment is impossible?  What sort of epidemiologist is this?  I will tell you: one engaged in a massive con job.
Exposing all his previous dire predictions as a sham, Tony added that “as you get data in you modify your model.  And I’ve always said: ‘Data always trumps models. Always.’” And then, further preparing the way for his unprovable post hoc “mitigation saved us from a gazillion deaths” argument, he added: “I don’t think anyone has ever mitigated the way I’m seeing people mitigate right now.”
You’ve got that right, Tony! And note the implicit admission that this ongoing National Quarantine Theatre of the Absurd, of which he is one of the principal directors, has no precedent in epidemiological history. And with good reason. This kind of “mitigation” was never deemed necessary or conceivable during even the worst pandemics of previous years. And it should not have been attempted in this case either, which will turn out to be no worse or not much worse than the swine flu pandemic of 2009, which infected tens of millions and killed 18,000, most of them not elderly.
Finally, Tony admitted (hour 2:51:05) that “I don’t accept every day that we’re gonna have two hundred to two hundred thousand deaths. I think we can really bring that down no matter what a model says. Because when the data comes [sic] in you’ll start to say maybe you are, essentially, overshooting the model.”
In other words, his and Scarf Lady’s original and revised predictions were misleading guesswork, junk science like that of “climate change,” which have contributed mightily to the worst mass panic and self-inflicted economic damage in American if not world history.
As the real data emerge and the vast contours of Coronagate come into view, I have a sense that this absolutely incredible farce will reach its climax within the next week to ten days.  Then the question will be whether the denouement will be a triumph for Trump or a debacle that will usher in the terminal Democrat dystopia.  The horrendous human cost of this farce and the immense stakes in Trump succeeding aside, the next two weeks will make for a fascinating study in the sociology of induced mass panic in a mass democracy.
Pray that the final outcome will somehow correspond to truth and justice.
 

